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August 5, 2025 

 
The Honorable Doug Burgum 
Secretary 
United States Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20240 
    
Dear Secretary Burgum: 
 
I write to you again from the Copper Development Association (CDA), the North American 
based not-for-profit association of the copper industry, bringing together the North American 
copper and copper alloy semis fabricators and global copper mining and production industries.  
I’d like to follow up on my letter of March 10th with new data supporting our belief that copper 
belongs on the United States Geological Survey (USGS) Critical Mineral list – set to be released 
this year.  
 
Copper is inextricably linked to America’s most pressing policy objectives, particularly national 
security, energy dominance and global A.I. leadership. From powering data centers to 
augmenting energy supplies to enabling advanced technology vital to the defense industrial 
base, copper and the domestic copper industry are strategic assets to America’s national 
security, geopolitical standing, and economic interests.  Unfortunately, imports continue to grow 
unabated, as does the share of global refined copper production in adversarial countries.   
 
But don’t just take my word for it!  Here is what President Trump correctly proclaimed 
last week after a review of the 232 investigation into copper imports: 
 

▪ “Copper is being imported into the United States in such quantities and under 
such circumstances as to threaten to impair the national security of the United 
States.” 

▪ “Copper is essential to the manufacturing foundation on which United States 
national and economic security depend.” 

▪ “A single foreign country [China] dominates global copper smelting and refining, 
controlling over 50 percent of global smelting capacity and holding four of the five 
largest refining facilities.” 

▪ “Unfair trade practices abroad… have caused the United States to be overly 
reliant on foreign copper imports.  Foreign competitors leverage state subsidies 
and overproduction to flood international markets with artificially low-priced 
copper products.” 

▪ “The Secretary found that United States dependency on foreign sources of copper 
is a national security vulnerability that could be exploited by foreign countries, 
weakens United States industrial reliance, exposes the American people to supply 
chain disruptions, economic instability, and strategic vulnerabilities, and 
jeopardizes the United States defense industrial base.” 

  
The President is right, and while his 232 tariffs go a long way to support domestic 
manufacturers of semi-finished and downstream copper derivative products, upstream copper 



2 
 

mining, refining, and smelting operations still face significant challenges and increasing imports 
without the crucial government support that the Critical Minerals designation would provide.  
Now is the time for USGS and DOI to “finish the job” and support the domestic upstream copper 
industry by including copper on the 2025 Critical Minerals list.   
 
Even under USGS’s 2022 methodology, copper’s supply risk score through 2024 has 
skyrocketed to a four-year weighted average of .457 (the score should actually be even higher 
as 2024 “Disruption Potential” data excluded China) – far above the .40 threshold for the 2022 
list.  The data is crystal clear – we must act now! 
 

 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this request and please feel free to reach out to me or 
anyone on my team with any questions. Given copper’s major role in our local economies and 
national economic development, national security, and infrastructure, we strongly reiterate our 
recommendation that you amplify President Trump’s section 232 proclamation and include 
copper on the 2025 USGS list of “Critical Minerals”. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

ADAM ESTELLE 
President & CEO 
adam.estelle@copperalliance.us 
  
Copper Development Association Inc. 
1660 International Drive, Suite 600 
McLean, VA 22102  
copper.org   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.copper.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjohn.hilbert%40copperalliance.us%7Cf66ec850736342a882ff08da73bb4903%7Cac144e41800148f09e1c170716ed06b6%7C0%7C0%7C637949545466790956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FH%2FPOHnbe4wDjyYe98I2y6hsnGvURyfgP%2B%2FSChX6ssI%3D&reserved=0

